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General Meeting Minutes                                  ______                December 20, 2016 

Call to Order Kelly Bogda, President 

Kelly called the meeting to order shortly after 7pm.   

Approval of the Minutes Kelly Bogda, President 

Kelly asked everyone to review the November minutes, there was a motion to accept them 

made by Debbie Winkle, and seconded by Jay Witte.  The motion passed.   

Treasurer’s Report Carolyn Witte, Treasurer 

Carolyn presented the budget and reviewed several of the line items. It was noted that the 

Music in Motion profit fell below the budgeted amount by about $269.  Also, under fundraising 

Black and Gold Day, Snow Cones/Cookies, and the Three Families event all showed a profit.  

There was a motion to accept the budget made by Ashley Rehm, and seconded by Jay Witte.  

The motion passed.  Carolyn also checked to be sure that everyone at the meeting understood 

the budget and the way it works.   

Vice President’s Report Kelly Bogda, President 

Kelly shared that Susan will be sending revised FFC statements by the end of the month.  This 

will include all scrip deposits for December plus any FFC payments made in December.   

Set up for Charms will be done soon for those families who have not set up the account 

themselves.  Susan & Kelly will be using the emails that are currently being used to mail out FFC 

statements.  If you have not been receiving these emails please let Susan or Kelly know so that 

they can use the correct email address. 

Directors’ Report Rob Stegeman 

Mr. Stegeman shared that he is working with Mrs. Daugherty at Hollenbeck to have Hollenbeck 

kids come play with the pep band for a basketball game.  He would like to do the same thing 

with Barnwell kids. 

Hollenbeck’s 5th and 6th Grade Instrument Fitting will be January 19.  Mr. Stegeman would like 

to have some FHN Band Parents present for this event.  

He discussed final exams and pointed out that most kids have nothing to worry about because 

they have lots of extra credit.  This extra credit will all be included as one grade. 

Mr. Stegeman is working with a program coordinator for marching band next year who will also 

be used as a drill writer in the future.   
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Basketball Band is going well with the completion of a successful first game performance last 

week. 

Kids are beginning to prepare for Solo and Small Ensemble.  The registration will be turned in by 

January 31, but everything needs to be finalized before that.  Students need to purchase an 

original copy of their solo for themselves- the judge can use the school’s copy.  Music can be 

purchased through jwpepper.com.   

Martin Luther King Day, January 16, will be a rehearsal day for Jazz Band, Woodwind Choir, and 

Brass Choir.  Mr. Stegeman will be bringing in clinicians to work with the groups.  Rehearsals 

will most likely last 1 ½ hours. 

He has chosen Symphonic Band Contest Music and is excited about the challenging selections. 

Mr. Stegeman shared that he would like to host a concert band festival in the future.  This could 

serve as an additional fundraiser for the band.  The size of our auditorium was brought up as a 

possible problem, but Mr. Stegeman pointed out that this is not a type of event that usually 

brings in huge crowds and that the inclusion of a sight-reading component (which cannot be 

viewed by an audience) would help keep the audience numbers down.  This is an opportunity 

for us to fill a need that is currently unavailable in our area.   

Guard Directors’ Report John Miller 

John shared that due to a conflict with Solo & Small Ensemble Contest, Winter Guard will 

attending a competition in Omaha instead of the regional option.  

 

  

 Committee Reports:  

Symphonic and Concert Band Susan Denno 

No report 

Jazz Band  Guy Argent  

The Jazz Band will be participating in the “Essentially Ellington” event on January 12.  

Guard Cassie Rehm-Kent 

Cassie reported that Breakfast with Santa went well.  Kohls’ workers did show up last 

minute and helped in the cafeteria.  There were 166 attendees pre-registered with a 
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total of 205 at the event.  NHS volunteered and did a great job.  Final numbers for the 

event are not yet available. 

Art in Motion, which will be held on March 11, is currently at 48 guards signed up.  John 

shared that he is thinking about doing a meal plan that groups could sign up for in 

advance.  He is also looking into having sponsorships available for this event with VIP 

seats, sponsorship information listed in the program and also put on T-shirts.  Various 

levels of sponsorship would be  available.   

 

Pit/Visual/Maintenance Jay Witte, Chris Weaver 

Jay reported that the bus has been sold!  He is looking into purchasing a U-Haul style 

truck.  The truck will need to be wrapped and sponsorships will be sold to put company 

names on the back of the truck. 

Social/Publicity/ Historian Donna Alvarez  

Donna Alvarez discussed the Winter Semi-formal which will be held on January 14 from 

7-10 p.m.at Pio’s.  The food will cost $19.54 including tax and tip, but the cost of a DJ 

will be included in the final cost.  The firm ticket cost will be sent out soon and RSVPs 

will be needed ASAP.  Payment will be needed by 1/7/17.  This event will be for all band 

kids (marching, concert or jazz) and guard members (fall or winter).  No outside guests 

because of the size of the venue.  Chaperones will be needed for this event but will need 

to purchase a ticket if they plan to eat.  

 

Forms/Band Camp Colleen Chruma/Misty Bradbury 

No report 

Uniforms Debbie Winkle 

No report 

Middle School Communication Amy Prinster 

Amy reported that she, Kelly and band kids attended the Barnwell and Hollenbeck 

concerts as well as the Curriculum Night at FHN.  She currently has 50 names that she 

will be sending information to on a monthly basis.  She will be asking both middle school 

directors for a list of 8th graders that are interested in band at FHN to be sure that have 
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all those kids on our list.  FHN Band bracelets have been purchased for all of the middle 

school recruitment events.  We will also be encouraging high school kids to be present 

at the 5th-6th grade instrument fittings.  It was pointed out that 5th-6th grade enrollment 

in the middle school bands needs to be emphasized in order to grow our numbers.  

Senior Committee Lynette and Craig Hoffman 

No report 

Event Support Judi Rhomberg, Emily Weaver, Wendy Sood  

No report 

Fundraising  Emily Weaver 

No report 

Family Arena Cassie Rehm-Kent 

Just finished the last 3 events of the year.  Jingle Fest was not great because of the ice, 

but the minimum payment has been guaranteed.  She will let us know about 2017 

events.  Cassie is hopeful that we will get the cheerleading event because this is 

normally a really good event.  

Logos                                                                                                                   __    Kristi Gordon 

Kristi had all the items that had been previously ordered ready for pick-up.  She pointed 

out that the website is still open and items can be ordered at any time. 

Scrip Mindy Chaney 

No report 

 

  

Old Business: 

Trivia Night (January 7, 2017):  Ashley reported that we need to sell an additional 9 tables to 

meet the 30 table level.  We had 32 tables last year.  It was discussed that it was far too 

crowded last year and that perhaps a different arrangement and/or less tables would help.  Last 

year was more tables than usual.  Ashley will meet with the person at the hall to discuss the 

best way to organize tables and how many tables would be best.  Several good items have been 
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donated for the silent auction.  Each table will have 8 people and table numbers will be 

assigned this year.  A Sign-Up Genius for adult volunteers will be sent out soon. 

Nominating Committee:  The committee has started meeting to discuss filling board and 

committee chair positions.  If anyone is interested in a position, please let Kelly know so that 

she may share your name with the nominating committee.  

New Business:  

District Budget Cuts:  Kelly met with the Booster presidents from FH High School and FHC.  They 

discussed funding challenges that may be faced due to the district budget cuts.  The booster 

president from Francis Howell High School represented all three bands at a school board 

meeting voicing the concerns of all three bands.  The only groups present at this board meeting 

were football and band.  It was pointed out to the board how many kids and families across the 

district would be impacted by any cuts to the band programs.  It was also shared that band is 

already “Pay to Play” because our kids do pay to be in marching band.  Mr. Stegeman shared 

that discussions with Mr. Janes regarding these issues are ongoing.  A stipend position for staff 

may be cut.  They have also been discussing changes in bussing for shorter trips.  Having the 

busses drop us off and then return for pick-up would be a less expensive alternative than 

having the buses stay at the venue for the full day. 

Trophy Presentation for Music in Motion Sponsorship Sales:  Craig Slaughter announced that 

the 2nd Bi-Annual winner of the phenomenal trophy is once again the Hoffmans! 

Scholarship Grant:  Carolyn Witte announced that we have received a $500 grant from the 

Nidec Motor Corporation Charitable Fund to be used as a scholarship fund for graduating 

seniors.  Donna Lewis nominated our organization for this grant.  With the addition of this 

grant, there will be 3 scholarships available for eligible seniors this year.  It was pointed out that 

academic performance is not a factor for these scholarships, but participation in band is.  The 

scholarships will be awarded based on an essay that should share the student’s various 

involvement in band, drumline, or guard.   

Adjournment: 

The next meeting will be held on January 17, 2017 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Collen Chruma on behalf of Lorie Busby. 

 


